
Greetings, Love Life �± 

If there was ever an exciting 
time in American history, now 
is such a time.  There is so 
much anticipation that even as 
I render my greetings to you, I 
am almost speechless.  You 
see, by the time you read this, 
we may have already selected 
the next President of the 
United States.  And, whether 
the winner is Senator Barack 
Obama or Senator John 
McCain, the fact remains that 
we are positioned to make 
history with our vote: we will 
either elect the first African-
American President or the first 
female Vice President.  What 
a mighty long way our God 
has brought us from!  I know 
that our ancestors and forefa-
thers would be overwhelmed 

with joy to know the many 
sacrifices that have been 
made to 
exercise 
our right 
to vote.   

 

I am also 
excited 
about 
Love 
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many 
efforts to 
assure 
that we 
remain 
healthy.  
Concerns about breast can-
cer, HPV, HIV/AIDS, among 
others, are all relevant issues.  
Let us do all we can to make 
sure we stay as healthy as 

possible.  Eating right, getting 
the proper rest and maintain-

ing a sen-
sible diet 
are three 
simple 
precau-
tions we 
can take 
in efforts 
to get on 
or remain 
on the 
right track 
as far as 
our health 
is con-
cerned. 

Finally, as we enter the Fall of 
the year, I want you to remem-
ber to prepare your heart and 
mind for our season of First 
Fruits.  As we give unto God, 

I believe that if everyone knew 
the horrific struggles that Afri-
can Americans had to encoun-
ter to gain the right to vote, we 
would never miss the opportu-
nity to cast our ballots.  There 
are three struggles that I ex-
perienced more than fifty 
years ago in Alabama that 
validate the efforts to disen-
franchise Blacks as well as 
poor Whites: Voter Registra-
tion, Poll Taxes, and State 
required Literacy Tests. 

All of the stipulations listed 
above really began with the 
complicated problems of race 
relations from the presence in 
the South of a huge popula-
tion of Blacks freed from slav-
ery.  White southern leaders 
were concerned that the sur-
vival of white civilization in the 
South required eliminating the 
political rights and authority 
given them by northern whites 
during the Reconstruction 
Period. However, the efforts to 
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up to Blacks and issued to 
some.  I was registered to 
vote in 1959 and issued a 
Certificate of Registration. 
However, printed on the back 
of the certificate there were 
statements that indicated that 
the registration alone did not 
qualify one to vote. It further 
stated that to be duly regis-
tered as an elector, all poll 
taxes due from 1901, and for 
each subsequent year had to 
be paid.  Can you figure how 

disenfranchise Blacks by use 
of the poll taxes, voter regis-
tration and literacy tests con-
tinued until the late fifties. 

In this article, I cite personal 
experiences in which the 
abuse of Blacks in the political 
process can be clearly under-
stood. Hopefully, we all will 
better appreciate the right and 
privilege of voting.  The first 
hindrance to voting was in the 
registration process. The reg-
istration process was opened 
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it is a blessing to see how He 
gives to us in return.  I know 
this will be a tremendous 
sacrifice, but be encouraged 
because with God, all things 
are possible.  And, our time 
of fasting and prayer will help 
strengthen us as we accept 
this awesome challenge.  I 
look forward to a mighty 
move of God, and I pray that 
you expect the same.  

Sincerely, 

 

Grace C. Washington, M. 
Div.  

Senior Pastor  

 


